We read with great interest the article by Lam et al 1 comparing cardiac structure and ventricular-vascular function in subjects with heart failure and normal ejection fraction, hypertensive subjects, and controls. The main result of this noninvasive study is that end-systolic elastance, effective arterial elastance, 2 and total arterial compliance do not differ between heart failure subjects and hypertensive subjects, but that heart failure subjects show lower end-diastolic volume, cardiac index, and relaxation capacity and greater diastolic stiffness than do hypertensive subjects. This study highlights major issues in the comprehension of heart failure. Nevertheless, we think that the noninvasive study contains some limitations that could modify the interpretation of the results.
